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Minister’s Foreword 

 

I am pleased to provide non-government schools with this revised Registration 

Handbook to assist them as they seek renewal of registration as a school in 

Tasmania. The information is also to be used for those seeking to establish a 

new school. 

 

The Schools Registration Board is responsible for the registration of non-

government schools under the provisions of the Education Act 1994. The matters 

that the Board must take into account in determining a school’s eligibility for 

registration are listed in the Education Act 1994. 

 

In relation to these matters, I have determined standards that schools must 

comply with. These standards – outlined in Section 4 of this Registration 

Handbook – are based on commitments made by Ministers of Education 

nationally, and reflect current understandings of what schools must provide in 

order that their students are able to achieve quality educational outcomes. 

 

The Standards are accompanied by instructions issued by the Schools 

Registration Board that explicitly state what documentation schools need to 

submit when seeking registration. Hopefully, this will make it easier for schools 

in preparing their documentation and be more transparent for all stakeholders. 

 

As Minister for all schools I highly value the contribution that non-government 

schools make to the education of children in Tasmania. A registration process 

that is rigorous and fair to all, assures parents and other stakeholders, including 

government, that the education received by those children is of the highest 

quality.  

 

Jeremy Rockliff 

Minister for Education and Training 
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1. EDUCATION ACT 1994 – Relevant Excerpts 

A full version of the Education Act 1994 may be viewed at: 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/ 

* Spelling used throughout this document is that used in the Education Act 1994. 

* ‘Sections’ referred to in this document refer to the Education Act 1994. 

Part 2 – Compulsory education 

Division 1 – Enrolment and attendance 

4. Enrolment  

(1)  Unless exempted or excused under this Part, a child who is at least 5 years of age as 

at 1 January in any year must be enrolled at a school or be provided with home 

education for that year and subsequent years until the child completes the school 

year during which he or she attains the age of 16 years.  

(2)  Unless a school-aged child is exempted from enrolment under Section 5, a parent of 

the child must: 

a) enrol the child in a school appropriate to the child's educational needs; or 

b) be registered as a home educator in respect of that child. 

Penalty: Fine not exceeding 10 penalty units. 

(3)  A parent is to enrol a school-aged child at a school by lodging a completed 

application with the school's principal.  

(4)  An application for enrolment of a school-aged child is to include any information the 

Secretary may determine relating to:  

a) the identity of the child; and 

b) the identity of the parent of the child; and 

c) the place of residence of the child; and 

d) any other matter in respect of enrolment at a State school the Secretary        

requires. 

(5)  If requested by the school's principal, a parent wishing to enrol a school-aged child is 

to provide evidence of:  

a) the age of the child; and 

ab) the family name of the child; and 

b) the parent's guardianship, care or control of the child. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS5%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=8;term=#GS5@EN
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5. Exemption from enrolment  

(1)  A parent of a school-aged child may apply to the Secretary to exempt the child from 

the requirement to enrol at a school.  

(2)  The Secretary, at his or her own initiative or on application, may grant a child, or a 

class of children, an exemption from the requirement to be enrolled at a school if 

satisfied that it is in the best interests of the child's, or children's, education to be 

exempted.  

(3)  The Secretary may:  

a) grant the exemption subject to any condition; and 

b) impose any further condition or vary or revoke any condition at any time. 

6. Attendance  

(1)  A parent of a school-aged child must ensure that the child:  

a) attends the school each day as required by the principal; or 

ab) participates in an individual educational program; or 

b) receives home education; or 

c) attends at the College, Academy or Polytechnic each day as required if the 

child is exempted under Section 5 from the requirement to be enrolled at a 

school subject to a condition that the child attend or be enrolled at the College, 

Academy or Polytechnic. 

Penalty:  Fine not exceeding 10 penalty units and a daily fine not exceeding 2 penalty 

units. 

(2)  A school-aged child who is not provided with home education is to attend a school 

during the whole of a school day unless the child is participating in an individual 

educational program or is exempted or excused under this part.  

(3)  A principal, a College principal and the Polytechnic executive officer must ensure 

that a register is kept recording the daily attendance or absence of each school-aged 

child. 

7. Part-time attendance  

(1)  A parent of a school-aged child may apply to the Secretary to permit the child to 

attend a school part-time.  

(2)  The Secretary, at his or her own initiative or on application, may permit part-time 

attendance at a school if satisfied that it is in the best interests of the child's education 

to attend part-time.  

(3)  The Secretary may:  

a) permit part-time attendance at a school subject to any condition; and 

b) impose any further condition or vary or revoke any condition at any time. 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS5%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=8;term=#GS5@EN
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8. Certificate of exemption  

(1) If the Secretary exempts a school-aged child under Section 5, the Secretary is to issue 

a certificate of exemption.  

(1A) If the Secretary exempts a class of school-aged children under Section 5, the Secretary 

is to issue a certificate of exemption on the application of a school-aged child of that 

class or the parent of such a school-aged child.  

(2) A certificate of exemption remains in force for the period referred to in the certificate 

unless sooner revoked.  

(3)  A certificate of exemption ceases to be in force if any condition of the exemption is 

contravened or not complied with.  

(4)  The Secretary may revoke an exemption if satisfied that it is appropriate to do so. 

9. Exemption from attendance without application  

(1)  A school-aged child is exempted from the requirement to attend a school if:  

a) the child is suspended or temporarily excluded from that school; or 

b) the child has been expelled from that school; or 

c) a certificate of exemption is in force in respect of the child; or 

d) the child attended a school which the child's parent reasonably believed to be 

a school within the meaning of this Act. 

(2)  An exemption under this section ceases to have effect on the day on which the event 

on which the exemption is based ceases to apply.  

(3)  A school-aged child who is enrolled at a school is not exempted from the 

requirement to attend the school by reason only of any disability. 

10. Excused from daily attendance  

(1)  A school-aged child is excused from attendance at a school, the Academy or the  

Polytechnic on any day if:  

a) the child is prevented from attending because of: 

i) sickness; or 

ii) temporary, physical or mental incapacity; or 

iii) any other reasonable cause approved by the principal, a College 

principal or the Polytechnic executive officer, as the case may require; 

and 

b) a parent of the child has notified the school's principal, a College principal or 

the Polytechnic executive officer within the period specified by the Secretary. 

(2)  If a school-aged child's non-attendance at a school because of sickness or incapacity 

extends beyond the period specified by the Secretary, the parent of the child is to 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS5%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=8;term=#GS5@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS5%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=8;term=#GS5@EN
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provide a certificate from a medical practitioner if requested to do so by the school's 

principal, the relevant College principal or the Polytechnic executive officer.   

(3)  The principal, relevant College principal or the Polytechnic executive officer may  

require a student not to attend a school, the Academy or the Polytechnic during any 

day on which the student has an infestation or is suffering from any disease which, 

on advice from the Director of Public Health, the Secretary considers may be 

infectious, contagious or harmful to the health of other persons at the school. 

11. Withdrawal from school  

A parent of a school-aged child, by notice in writing, must notify the principal or 

responsible officer of:  

a) the withdrawal of the child from the school; and 

b) the proposed education of the child after that withdrawal. 
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Part 5 – Registered schools 

Division 1 – Schools Registration Board 

48. Schools Registration Board  

(1)  There is established a Schools Registration Board consisting of 8 persons appointed 

by the Minister of whom:  

a) one is the chairperson; and 

b) one is a person employed in the Department; and 

c) 2 are persons selected from nominations submitted by organisations              

representing registered schools; and 

d) 2 are persons selected from nominations submitted by organisations 

representing the teachers of registered schools; and 

e) one is a person nominated by the person in charge of Catholic education; and 

f) one is a person selected from nominations submitted by organisations 

representing parents of children at registered schools. 

(2)  An organisation is to nominate, as far as possible, an equal number of males and 

females.  

(3)  If a nomination is not made as required, the Minister may appoint a person without 

a nomination.  

(4)  Schedule 1 has effect with respect to the membership and meetings of the Registration 

Board. 

49. Functions and powers of Registration Board 

(1)  The Registration Board has the following functions:  

a) to hear and determine applications for the registration of schools under this 

Part; 

b) any other function the Minister determines. 

(2) The Registration Board may do anything necessary or convenient to perform its 

functions. 

50. Registrar  

(1)  The Minister may appoint a person employed in the Department to be the Registrar.  

(2)  A person appointed as Registrar holds office in conjunction with his or her position 

in the Department.  

(3)  The Registrar is to:  

a) keep full and correct details of the proceedings of the Registration Board; and 

b) perform any other function the Registration Board directs. 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BJS1%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=121;term=#JS1@EN
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Division 2 – Registration of schools 

51. Registered schools  

A person or body must not operate a school or a campus of a school which provides 

educational instruction up to and including the final year of secondary education 

and which is not a State school unless that school is registered under this Part.  

Penalty:  Fine not exceeding 100 penalty units. 

52. Application for registration  

(1)  A person or body intending to operate a school may apply for registration as a 

school of a type providing education as specified in Section 54.  

(2)  An application is to:  

a) be made in writing; and 

b) state the education to be provided; and 

c) be lodged with the Registration Board; and 

d) be accompanied by any fee determined by the Registration Board and 

approved by the Minister. 

(3)  The Registration Board may require a person or body to provide any further 

information it considers necessary in order to determine the application. 

53. Grant of application  

(1)  In determining an application for registration as a school, the Registration Board 

must take into account the following matters:  

a) the proposed curriculum of that school; 

b) the qualifications required of teachers at that school; 

c) the facilities to be provided at that school; 

d) the minimum number of students to attend that school; 

e) the kinds of students to attend that school; 

f) the enrolment and attendance procedures of that school; 

fa) the financial viability of the school; 

fb) the proposed arrangements for the governance and administration of the 

school; 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS54%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=74;term=#GS54@EN
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fc)  the likely impact of the registration of the school on existing schools in the 

same geographical area; 

fd) the proposed grievance process; 

g) any other prescribed matter. 

 

(2)  If the Registration Board is not satisfied that the matters specified in sub-section (1) 

are likely to comply with any standards the Minister determines in relation to those 

matters, it must:  

a) refuse to grant an application for registration; and 

b) by notice in writing, notify the applicant of the refusal and the reasons for the 

refusal. 

54. Types of registration  

If the Registration Board grants an application for registration as a school, it is to 

register that school as a school of a type providing one or more of the following:  

a) primary education for any specified ages; 

b) secondary education for any specified ages; 

ba) distance education; 

c) education of a specified kind; 

d) education for children of a specified kind. 

55. Review of registration  

(1)  To ensure that a school is complying with any standards determined by the Minister 

in relation to the matters specified in Section 53, the Registration Board is to arrange 

for a review of a registered school to be carried out at least once before its 

registration ceases or is renewed.  

(2)  The Registration Board may direct persons to carry out a review in accordance with 

instructions issued by the Registration Board.  

(3)  A person carrying out a review may require any other person to give any assistance 

reasonably necessary to carry out the review.  

(4) The Registration Board is to give the Minister a report of the findings of the review 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40Gs1%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=73;term=#GS53@Gs1@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=73;term=#GS53@EN
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56. Inspections  

(1)  The Registration Board may arrange for the inspection of any registered school for 

general purposes and before a review of a school is carried out.  

(2)  The Registration Board may authorise persons to carry out the inspections in 

accordance with instructions issued by the Registration Board.  

(3)  The Registration Board, with the approval of the Minister, may determine that in 

respect of an inspection of a registered school:  

a) a fee in relation to that inspection is payable by that school; or 

b) any costs and expenses incurred in relation to that inspection are payable by 

that school. 

57. Certificate of authority  

(1)  The Registration Board is to issue a certificate of authority to a person authorised to 

inspect a registered school.  

(2)  A certificate of authority:  

a) has effect in respect of the registered school specified in the certificate; and 

b) remains in force for the period specified in the certificate. 

58. Powers of inspecting person  

(1)  A person authorised to inspect a registered school may at any reasonable time:  

a) enter, search and inspect any premises of the school; and 

b) inspect, take copies of or by warrant seize any records or documents kept by 

the school; and 

c) require any person to give any assistance reasonably necessary to carry out 

the inspection. 

(2)  A person must produce the certificate of authority before exercising any of the 

powers specified in sub–Section (1).  

(3)  A person must not hinder or obstruct an authorised person lawfully carrying out an 

inspection.  

Penalty: Fine not exceeding 10 penalty units. 

59. Period of registration  

A school is registered for the period specified in the certificate of registration unless 

its registration is sooner cancelled under Section 61. 

60. Renewal of registration  

(1)  A person or body may apply for renewal of registration as a school.  

(2)  An application is to be:  

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS58%40Gs1%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=78;term=#GS58@Gs1@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS61%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=81;term=#GS61@EN
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a) made in writing; and 

b) lodged with the Registration Board at least 3 months before the previous 

period of registration expires. 

(3) In determining an application, the Registration Board is to take into account:  

a) the matters specified in Section 53; and 

b) the findings of a review carried out under Section 55. 

(4)  If the Registration Board is not satisfied that the matters specified in Section 53 (1) are 

likely to comply with any standards the Minister determines in relation to those 

matters, it must:  

 refuse to grant an application for renewal of registration; and 

 by notice in writing, notify the applicant of the refusal and the grounds for the 

refusal. 

61. Cancellation of registration  

(1)  The Minister, on the recommendation of the Registration Board, may cancel the 

registration of a school at any time or as a result of a review carried out under Section 

55 if satisfied:  

a) that the school or the governing body of the school is not complying with any 

condition determined by the Minister in relation to the matters specified in 

Section 53; or 

b) that it is in the best interests of the students at that school to do so. 

(2)  The Minister, by notice in writing, is to notify the school:  

a) of the cancellation of registration; and 

b) the reasons for the cancellation. 

62. Reviews  

A person or body may apply to the Magistrates Court (Administrative Appeals 

Division) for a review of:  

a) the refusal to grant an application for registration as a school; or 

b) the refusal to renew the registration of a school; or 

c) the cancellation of registration as a school. 

63. Certificate of registration  

(1)  The Registration Board is to issue a certificate of registration to the governing body 

of a school which is granted registration or renewal of registration.  

(2)  A certificate of registration is to specify the period for which the registration is 

granted or renewed. 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=73;term=#GS53@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS55%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=75;term=#GS55@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=73;term=#GS53@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40Gs1%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=73;term=#GS53@Gs1@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS55%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=75;term=#GS55@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS55%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=75;term=#GS55@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=73;term=#GS53@EN
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Division 3 – Grants and subsidies 

64. Grants 

(1)  The governing body of a registered school which is not conducted for the private 

gain of the governing body may apply each year for a grant.  

(2)  An application for a grant is to be:  

a) in a form approved by the Secretary; and 

b) lodged with the Secretary. 

(3)  The Minister may:  

a) grant the application for a grant; or 

b) refuse to grant the application. 

(4)  The governing body of a registered school is to use a grant only:  

a) to offset any costs incurred by the school in respect of the education of 

students; and 

b) in respect of eligible capital expenditure incurred by the school. 

65. Amount of grant  

The amount of a grant is to be:  

a) based on the number of eligible full-time students according to any factors or 

circumstances the Minister determines; and 

ab)    based on the needs of the school determined by the Minister taking into 

account any prescribed factors; and 

b) determined at a prescribed proportional rate. 

65A. Grant paid to other person  

At the request of the governing body of the registered school that made an 

application for a grant under Section 64, the Minister may approve the grant to be 

paid to any person or organisation nominated by that governing body. 

65B. Additional grants  

The Minister may make a grant to a registered school in addition to a grant under 

Section 64 for educational purposes and for any amount, and on any condition, the 

Minister determines. 

66. Initial application for subsidy  

(1)  The governing body of a registered school may apply for a subsidy in respect of 

interest paid on an eligible loan.  

(2)  An application for a subsidy is to be:  

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS64%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=85;term=#GS64@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS64%40EN%2B20110101000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=85;term=#GS64@EN
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a) in a form approved by the Secretary; and 

b) accompanied by:  

i) a certified copy of the agreement relating to the eligible loan; and 

ii) a statutory declaration in a form approved by the Secretary that the 

loan is wholly or partly for the purpose of eligible capital expenditure; 

and 

c)         lodged with the Secretary. 

(3)  The Minister may:  

a) grant the application for a subsidy, with or without any conditions; or 

b) grant the application only in respect of that part of the eligible loan which 

relates to eligible capital expenditure; or 

c) refuse to grant the application. 

67. Renewal for subsidy application 

(1)  The governing body of a registered school which has been granted a subsidy is to 

submit an application on or before 30 April in each year to renew the subsidy.  

(2)  An application is to be:  

a) in a form approved by the Secretary; and 

b) accompanied by:  

i) a certificate showing the amount paid by way of principal and interest 

under the eligible loan; and 

ii) a certificate showing the amounts of principal outstanding under that 

loan as at 1 April in the preceding year and as at 31 March in the current 

year; and 

iii) a statutory declaration that land or buildings in respect of which that 

loan was taken are being used for the educational or residential purposes 

of students at that school. 

68. Amount of subsidy  

(1)  The amount of a subsidy is:  

a) to be determined by the Minister according to any factors or circumstances the 

Minister considers appropriate; and 

b) payable in respect of a period of 12 months ending on 31 March in each year. 

(2)  If the amount of a subsidy is more than the amount of interest paid on the eligible 

loan, the subsidy payable is to be reduced so as to equal the amount of interest paid.  

(3)  A subsidy is not payable if the interest accruing on the eligible loan as at 31 March in 

any year has not been paid. 
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69. Change of purpose  

(1)  The governing body of a registered school which receives a subsidy must notify the 

Secretary of any change in the use of land or buildings in respect of which the 

eligible loan was taken and the subsidy was paid.  

(2)  If there is a change in the use of land or buildings, the Minister may:  

a) require the governing body of a registered school to repay the whole or any 

part of the subsidy paid; or 

b) adjust any future subsidy by deducting any amount the Minister considers 

appropriate. 

70. Use of grant or subsidy  

The governing body of a registered school which receives a grant or subsidy must 

submit to the Secretary, within 6 months after the end of the school's relevant 

financial year, a statement by an independent auditor certifying that the grant or 

subsidy was used for the purposes for which it was made or granted. 

71. Access to school records  

The governing body of a registered school which receives a grant or subsidy under 

this Division is to:  

a) provide access to the school and any relevant records kept by it to any person 

authorised by the Secretary; and 

b) produce any relevant records if required by the Secretary or any person 

authorised by the Secretary. 
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Education Regulations 2005 

4. Applications for registration of schools  

(1)  An application under Section 52 of the Act for registration as a school is to be lodged 

with the Registration Board:  

a) at least nine months before the date on which the applicant intends the school 

to begin operating as a registered school; or 

b) such lesser number of months before that date as the Registration Board allows. 

(2)  The Registration Board is to determine the application as soon as practicable after it 

is lodged.  

(3)  As soon as practicable after it determines the application, the Registration Board is to 

notify the Minister and the applicant in writing of the determination. 

5. Notification of changes  

(1)  The governing body of a registered school is to notify the Registration Board of a 

proposed change:  

a) at least six months before the date on which the governing body intends the 

proposed change to occur; or 

b) such lesser number of months before that date as the Registration Board allows. 

(2)  The notice is to:  

a) give full particulars of the change; and 

b) state how the change is likely to affect the operation of the school; and 

c) state whether the change alters the type of education the school is providing. 

(3)  In this regulation:  

"proposed change" means a change that is proposed in relation to a matter specified 

in Section 53 (1) of the Act in respect of a registered school. 

6. Proportional rate for grants  

(1)  For the purpose of Section 65 (b) of the Act, the prescribed proportional rate is:  

a) for a registered school that provides education to Kindergarten students, the 

number of full-time equivalent students enrolled in the registered school 

multiplied by 100% of the base amount; and 

b) for a registered school that provides primary education, the number of full-time 

equivalent students enrolled in the registered school multiplied by 100% of the 

base amount; and 

c) for a registered school that provides secondary education to students in 

 Years 7–10, the number of full-time equivalent students enrolled in the 

registered school multiplied by 130% of the base amount; and 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS52%40EN%2B20110701160000%23GS52%40EN;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS53%40Gs1%40EN%2B20110701160000%23GS53%40Gs1%40EN;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS65%40Hpb%40EN%2B20110701160000%23GS65%40Hpb%40EN;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=
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d) for a registered school that provides post-compulsory education to students 

after Year 10, the number of full-time equivalent students enrolled in the 

registered school multiplied by 175% of the base amount. 

(2)  In this regulation:  

"base amount", in respect of a grant in any year, means the amount that the Minister, 

for the purposes of Sections 64 and 65 of the Act, fixes as the base level of funding for 

a full-time equivalent student, in a registered school, for the year; 

"grant" means a grant paid to a registered school pursuant to Section 64 of the Act.  

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS64%40EN%2B20110701160000%23GS64%40EN;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS65%40EN%2B20110701160000%23GS65%40EN;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS64%40EN%2B20110701160000%23GS64%40EN;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=
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Schedule 1 – Section 48 (4) 

Provisions with respect to membership and meetings of Registration Board. 

1.  Interpretation  

In this Schedule, "member" means a member of the Registration Board. 

2.   Term of office  

A member is to be appointed for a period, not exceeding 3 years, specified in the 

member's instrument of appointment. 

3.  Holding other office  

The holder of an office who is required under any Act to devote the whole of his or her 

time to the duties of that office is not disqualified from:  

a) holding that office and also the office of a member; or 

b) accepting any remuneration payable to a member. 

4.  Remuneration of members  

A member is entitled to be paid any remuneration (including travelling and subsistence 

allowances) the Minister determines. 

5.  Vacation of office  

(1)  A member vacates office if the member:  

a) dies; or 

b) resigns; or 

c) is removed from office under subclause (2) or (3). 

(2)  The Minister may remove a member from office if the member:  

a) is absent from 3 consecutive meetings of the Registration Board without the 

permission of the Registration Board; or 

b) becomes bankrupt, applies to take the benefit of any law for the relief of 

bankrupt or insolvent debtors, compounds with the member's creditors or 

makes an assignment of the member's remuneration or estate for their 

benefit; or 

c) is convicted, in Tasmania or elsewhere, of a crime or an offence punishable 

by imprisonment for 12 months or longer; or 

d) is convicted of an offence against this Act. 

(3)  The Minister may remove a member from office if satisfied that the member is 

 unable to perform adequately or competently the duties of office. 

 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS48%40EN%2B20060406140000;histon=;prompt=;rec=63;term=#GS48@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BGS48%40Gs4%40EN%2B20060406140000;histon=;prompt=;rec=63;term=#GS48@Gs4@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BJS1%40GC5%40Gc2%40EN%2B20060406140000;histon=;prompt=;rec=117;term=#JS1@GC5@Gc2@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=86%2B%2B1994%2BJS1%40GC5%40Gc3%40EN%2B20060406140000;histon=;prompt=;rec=117;term=#JS1@GC5@Gc3@EN
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6.  Filling of vacancies  

If the office of a member becomes vacant, the Minister may appoint a person to the 

vacant office for the remainder of that member's term of office. 

7.  Presumptions  

In any proceedings by or against the Registration Board, unless evidence is given to the 

contrary, proof is not required of:  

a) the constitution of the Registration Board; or 

b) any resolution of the Registration Board; or 

c) the appointment of any member; or 

d) the presence of a quorum at any meeting of the Registration Board. 

8.  Convening of meetings  

A meeting of the Registration Board may be convened by the chairperson or by any 3 

members. 

9.   Procedure at meetings  

(1)  The quorum at any duly convened meeting of the Registration Board is 4 

members.  

(2)  Any duly convened meeting of the Registration Board at which a quorum is 

present is competent to transact any business of the Registration Board.  

(3)  A question arising at a meeting of the Registration Board is to be determined by 

a majority of votes of the members present and voting. 

10. Chairperson  

(1)  The chairperson of the Registration Board is to preside at the meetings of the 

Registration Board.  

(2)  If the chairperson of the Registration Board is not present at a meeting of the 

Registration Board a member elected by the members present is to preside at that 

meeting. 

11. Minutes  

The Registration Board is to cause full and accurate minutes to be kept of its 

proceedings at meetings and must submit to the Minister a copy of the minutes of each 

meeting within 14 days after the date on which the meeting is held. 

12. General procedure  

Subject to this Schedule, the procedures for the calling of, and for the conduct of 

business at, meetings of the Registration Board are as determined by the Registration 

Board. 
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13. Validity of proceedings  

(1)  An act or proceeding of the Registration Board or of a person acting under the 

direction of the Registration Board is not invalid by reason only that at the time 

when the act or proceeding was done, taken or commenced, there was a vacancy 

in the membership of the Registration Board.  

(2)  An act or proceeding of the Registration Board or of a person acting under the 

direction of the Registration Board is valid even if:  

(a)  the appointment of a member of the Registration Board was defective or 

(b)  a person appointed as a member of the Registration Board was disqualified 

from acting as, or incapable of being, such a member. 
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2. SCHOOLS REGISTRATION BOARD 

Establishment  

The Schools Registration Board is an independent statutory body, established in 1995. Its 

powers and functions are described under Part 5 of the Education Act 1994 (the Act) and its 

supplementary Education Regulations 2005.  

Function 

The primary function of the Schools Registration Board as per Section 49 under the Act is to 

hear and determine applications for the: 

 registration of new non-government schools   

 renewal of registration of existing non-government schools.  

The legislative basis for registration is in Section 51 of the Education Act 1994 

Section 51 …  ‘A person or body must not operate a school or a campus of a school 

which provides educational instruction up to and including the final year of 

secondary education and which is not a State school unless that school is registered 

under this Part’. 

New or existing non-government schools in Tasmania can only become or remain 

registered in Tasmania if they comply with a series of Standards (or minimum 

requirements) as stipulated under Section 53 (1) of the Act and determined by the Minister 

for Education and Training.  

The Schools Registration Board is required to review schools as per Section 55 (1) to ensure 

that they meet the relevant Standards. It also has the authority to inspect a school at any 

time as per Sections 56, 57 and 58. The Schools Registration Board will issue a Certificate of 

Authority to a person instructed to inspect a registered school. Non-compliance may result 

in the cancellation of a school’s registration.  

Membership 

The Schools Registration Board comprises eight members, who are appointed by the 

Minister in a part-time capacity for a period not exceeding three years. Members meet on a 

regular basis to consider matters relating to the registration of non-government schools.  

The membership prescribed in Section 48 (1) of the Act: 

 one is the chairperson 

 one is a person employed in the Department of Education 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/s51.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Section%2051%20of%20the%20Education%20Act%201994
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 two are persons selected from nominations submitted by organisations              

representing registered schools 

 two are persons selected from nominations submitted by organisations representing 

the teachers of registered schools 

 one is a person nominated by the person in charge of Catholic education 

 one is a person selected from nominations submitted by organisations representing 

parents of children at registered schools. 

For further information regarding the membership composition and meetings of the 

Schools Registration Board, refer to Section 48, subclauses (1), (2) (3) and (4) of the Act. 

Registrar 

The Registrar is appointed by the Minister under Section 50 and is responsible for: 

 keeping full and correct details of the proceedings of the Schools Registration Board 

 performing any other function that the Schools Registration Board directs.  

Contact Details 

For further information on the registration process of non-government schools, contact: 

The Registrar 

Schools Registration Board  

GPO Box 169  

Hobart Tasmania 7001 

 

Telephone:  6165 5713  

Email:          registrar@srb.tas.gov.au 

Website:      www.srb.tas.gov.au 

mailto:registrar@srb.tas.gov.au
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3. REGISTRATION 

Registration of a New School 

Eligibility for Registration 

Individuals or organisations may apply for registration to operate a new non-government 

school or a campus of a non-government school if they are able to meet the requirements 

(or Standards), as per Section 53 (1) of the Act as determined by the Minister and any 

Instructions issued by the Schools Registration Board to accompany the Standards. The 

Standards and Instructions detail key aspects of school operation and educational provision 

that schools must adhere to in order to be registered.  

The Standards relate to the following matters as taken from the Education Act 1994: 

(a) the proposed curriculum of that school 

(b) the qualifications required of teachers at that school 

(c) the facilities to be provided at that school 

(d) the minimum number of students to attend that school 

(e) the kinds of students to attend that school 

(f) the enrolment and attendance procedures of that school 

(fa)  the financial viability of the school 

(fb)  the proposed arrangements for the governance and administration of the school 

(fc)  the likely impact of the registration of the school on existing schools in the same 

geographical area 

(fd)  the proposed grievance process 

(g) any other prescribed matter. 

For more detailed information on each of the Standards/Board Instructions, see Standards 

section in this Handbook. 

Lodging an Application for Initial Registration (for a new school) 

Applicants must complete the Registration of a New Non-Government School form, available 

from the Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab) and attach any relevant 

documentation which supports their application, as outlined in the form. 
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Applications are to be lodged with the Schools Registration Board with an initial 

application fee of $250.00. Payment can be made electronically (contact the Registrar for 

details) or by cheque made payable to the Schools Registration Board and mailed to:  

The Registrar 

Schools Registration Board 

GPO Box 169 

Hobart Tasmania 7001 

 

Notes 

 Applications must be made no later than nine months before the intended date of 

opening unless, in a particular case, a shorter period has been approved by the 

Schools Registration Board as in accordance with Regulation 4 (1), Education Regulations 

2005. Approval must be sought in writing from the Schools Registration Board.  

 A new eligible non-government school cannot claim for state or Australian 

Government funding unless it is first registered by the Schools Registration Board.  

 If a school seeks approval from the Schools Registration Board to create an additional 

campus, it must refer to the instructions in the Changes to Existing Registration 

section of this Handbook. 

Approval Process  

Once an application submission has been lodged, the Registrar will review the submission 

in its entirety to ensure that applicants have provided adequate and relevant evidence 

which supports their claims that they can satisfy the Standards/Board Instructions for 

registration as per Section 53 (1) of the Act. If such supporting documentation is absent or 

inadequate, the Registrar may request additional information from an applicant.  

Following consideration of the documentation, the Schools Registration Board can decide 

to: 

 approve the registration 

 instruct the Registrar to obtain specific additional information before re-considering 

the application 

 instruct the Registrar to obtain an opinion on whether or not particular matters would 

meet the minimum Standards determined by the Minister 

 instruct the Registrar to arrange for representatives of the proponents to attend a 

meeting of the Board at which the application will be further considered 

 arrange for such other actions as may be necessary for the Schools Registration Board 

to make a determination 



26 

 

 refuse the application. 

If any part of an application needs to be reconsidered, or additional clarification/ 

information sought by the Schools Registration Board in order to make a determination, the 

Registrar will arrange for the matter to be further discussed and finalised at the next 

meeting.  

Determination of Application 

The Schools Registration Board must determine an application for the registration of a new 

non-government school as soon as it is practicable after it has been lodged as per 

Regulations 4 (2) and 4 (3) Education Regulations 2005 and notify the Minister and the school 

applicant of its final decision.  

Registration Approval  

Once an application is approved, the new school will receive from the Schools Registration 

Board, a Certificate of Registration which will detail the period of registration (which is 

normally up to two years for a new school) and the school type/s in accordance with Section 

54 of the Act.  

If, at any time, the school proposes a change, it must, within six months of the proposed 

change, notify the Schools Registrations Board in writing (Section 5 (1) Education Regulations 

2005) through its Governing Body. For more information refer to Changes to Existing 

Registration section in this Handbook.  

Registration Not Approved  

If the Schools Registration Board does not approve an application, it must provide a 

Statement of Reasons to the applicant. 
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Renewal of Registration of an Existing School 

Introduction 

A school seeking renewal of registration must satisfy the Schools Registration Board that it 

is fully compliant with all aspects of the Standards, as required by Section 53 (1) of the Act, 

along with the Schools Registration Board’s Instructions in relation to these Standards, as 

detailed in Section 4 of this Handbook.  

In order for a determination to be made, the Schools Registration Board conducts renewal 

of registration reviews (Section 55 of the Act) at least once before the current registration 

ceases.  

To allow the Schools Registration Board to manage the number of school reviews required 

for any given period and to allow schools time to meet any nominated requirements for 

successful renewal of registration, visits can occur up to 18 months in advance of the 

conclusion of a registration period.   

A school due for a renewal of registration review should be planning for this as part of its 

ongoing review and development cycle. It should not be seen as a stand-alone event, but as 

an opportunity to do a stock-take on the school’s processes and operations, with a view to 

improving, developing or updating existing systems.   

Overview of the Review Process 

The review process comprises the following elements:  

 School Notification of Review 

 School Application Submission 

 Review of Application Submission   

 Review Visit   

 Preparation of the Registration Review Report for the consideration of the Schools 

Registration Board 

 Schools Registration Board Decision 

 Renewal of Registration - Approved  

 Renewal of Registration - Not Approved  

o Statement of Reasons is prepared by the Schools Registration Board and sent to 

the Chair of the school’s Governing Body seeking any further relevant 

information before a decision is made 

o Schools Registration Board determines registration. 
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School Notification of Review 

The Registrar will notify the school in writing that a renewal of registration review is to be 

scheduled.  

This letter will contain information on accessing the Schools Registration Board Handbook 

online (which incorporates the relevant Standards and Board Instructions), and enclosing 

the Renewal of Registration of a Non-Government School Application Form. 

The Registrar will negotiate a date for the Registration Review. 

School Application 

A school scheduled for a renewal of registration review needs to forward the following 

submission to the Registrar at least four (4) weeks before the scheduled Review date:  

 A completed Renewal of Registration of a Non-Government School Application Form signed by the 

Principal. This form should be at the front of the school submission, and is available from the 

Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab). 

 The Review submission MUST include: 

o an executive summary which outlines the school’s religious or philosophical 

framework, history, affiliation (if any), and a statement which explains any 

significant developments that have taken place since the school’s last review  

o relevant and specific documentation which will demonstrate the school’s 

compliance with each Standard/Board instruction. For more information about 

the Standards/Board Instructions, please refer to the Schools Registration Board 

Handbook. 

 The Review submission MUST NOT contain:   

o Generic policy documents issued from school systems (for example, TCEC 

policies) 

o Government policy documents (for example, the Melbourne Declaration on Educational 

Goals for Young Australians) 

o Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) documentation 

and curriculum outlines. 

 The Review submission MUST be submitted in the following manner: 

o at least four weeks before the specified date 

o ONE hard copy only presented in a well-organised manner (for example, 

documents should be of uniform size (A4 is suitable), collated in the order of the 

Standards and the folder divided and labelled accordingly. No plastic sleeves are 

to be used)  
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o accompanied by one (1) complete ELECTRONIC copy of the above submission 

in PDF format for the school’s security. This electronic copy can be emailed to 

the Schools Registration Board at registrar@srb.tas.gov.au or forwarded by post 

on a USB drive or CD.  

 Review documentation must be sent to: 

The Registrar 

Schools Registration Board 

GPO Box 169 

Hobart Tasmania 7001 

All information gathered as part of the Schools Registration Board review process is 

considered confidential.  

On receipt of a school’s renewal of registration review submission, the Registrar of the 

Schools Registration Board will assess the documentation to ensure all required documents 

are included and may seek further information from schools where applicable.  

On completion of the review process, the Registrar will archive the supplied documentation 

as required by the Archives Act 1983.  

The Review Process  

The Schools Registration Board will direct Reviewers to undertake a renewal of registration 

review prior to the expiry of the current registration of an existing school.  

The registration submission will be assessed against the Standards determined by the 

Minister and any instructions issued by the Board in relation these Standards.  

Review Visit to the School 

The Reviewers will visit the school during its operating hours. The purpose of the visit is to 

confirm or seek further information to determine whether a school satisfies the conditions 

for renewal of registration as listed in Section 53 (1) of the Act.  

The principal, as the accountable officer, will be a key contact for the Reviewers and must 

be involved in the Review; a review cannot proceed if the principal is not present.  

 

Preparation of the Review Report 

The Reviewers will prepare a Review Report as soon as possible after the review of the 

school submission and the school visit. This will be submitted to the Schools Registration 

Board, along with the application submission (if required), at its next scheduled meeting (if 

possible). 

mailto:registrar@srb.tas.gov.au
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Schools Registration Board Decision 

Review Reports are tabled for discussion at a scheduled Schools Registration Board 

meeting, at which time the Board will review the Review Report and submission.  

Renewal of Registration Approved 

When the Schools Registration Board approves the renewal of registration of a school, it 

will also decide the period of registration. 

A Certificate of Registration will be forwarded to the Chair of the Governing Body.   

Renewal of Registration Not Approved at this stage 

If the Schools Registration Board does not believe, based on the material before it, that the 

school is likely to comply with the Standards and Board Instructions, it will give notice to 

the Chair of the Governing Body and seek any further information the school wishes to 

provide before making a decision.  

Following any further submission from the school, if the Schools Registration Board 

determines the school is now compliant with the Standards/Instructions, it will approve the 

renewal of registration of the school and a Certificate of Registration will be sent to the Chair 

of the school’s Governing Body. 

If, however, the Schools Registration Board determines that the school is not likely to be 

compliant with the Standards/Board Instructions, it must not register the school. The Chair 

of the school’s Governing Body will be advised of the Board's decision and issued with a 

Statement of Reasons. 

Appeal of Schools Registration Board Decision  

A person or organisation, under Section 62 of the Act, may appeal to the Magistrates Court 

(Administrative Appeals Division) for a review of the: 

 refusal to grant an application for registration as a school 

 refusal to renew the registration of a school 

 cancellation of registration as a school. 

Cancellation of Registration 

Under Section 61 (1) of the Act, the Schools Registration Board may recommend to the 

Minister at any time, or as a result of a Registration Review, to cancel the registration of an 

existing non-government school if it is determined that: 
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 the school or the Governing Body of the school is not complying with any condition 

determined by the Minister in relation to the Standards for registration as per Section 

53 of the Act. 

Changes to Existing Registration 

Significant Change 

During the period of registration, a school may have cause to make changes to any number 

of aspects of school operation. 

Some of these changes could be regarded as significant and the Schools Registration Board 

must be notified of these (Section 5 in the Education Regulations) and approval given prior to 

initiation. Failure to receive prior approval may breach the current registration of the 

school.  

These significant proposed changes include: 

 the closure or amalgamation of a registered school with any other school 

 changes to the type of registration (Section 54 of the Act) 

 a decrease in the school’s financial capacity to continue operations. 

The Chair of the school’s Governing Body must complete the Application of Registration 

Changes to Existing School form available from the Schools Registration Board website 

(Forms tab) and forward to the Registrar. 

A proposed change of this nature would require a renewal of registration review. 

Other Changes 

There are other changes about which the Schools Registration Board must be notified (but 

not approve) such as: 

 a name change of a school 

 any change in the matters outlined in the Standards (Section 53 (1) of the Act) that, in 

the school’s opinion, might jeopardise the on-going registration of the school (for 

example, a decrease in the enrolments at the school which may adversely affect 

operations) 

 any change to the Chair of the Governing Body (name and contact details to be 

provided). 

The Chair of the Governing Body must complete the Application of Registration Changes to 

Existing School form available from the Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab) and 

forward to the Registrar. 
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Annual Return of School Registration Details 

To maintain current records, the Registrar will forward annually to schools (generally in 

January/February) a Schools Contact Detail Update form via email with a request that the 

school’s current registration details be confirmed or amended where necessary.  

Schools can request an update of this form at any time throughout the year, to inform the 

Schools Registration Board of current information, for example a change of principal. 
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4. STANDARDS 

Compliance with the Standards  

In determining an application for registration or renewal of registration as a school, the Schools 

Registration Board must take into account the following matters as set down in Section 53 (1) of the 

Act: 

a) the proposed curriculum of that school 

b) the qualifications required of teachers at that school 

c) the facilities to be provided at that school 

d) the minimum number of students to attend that school 

e) the kinds of students to attend that school 

f)        the enrolment and attendance procedures of that school 

fa) the financial viability of the school 

fb) the proposed arrangements for the governance and administration of the school 

fc)      the likely impact of the registration of the school on existing schools in the same 

geographical area 

fd) the proposed grievance process 

g) any other prescribed matter.  

 

In relation to these matters, the Minister has determined standards which must be complied with in 

order for organisations to be registered as a school or for schools to achieve renewal of registration.  

This section of the Handbook outlines the individual standards in detail. In addition, the Schools 

Registration Board has issued instructions (“Board Instructions”) that outline exactly the 

documentation that schools must provide in making application for registration or renewal of 

registration as a school. 

Schools undergoing renewal of registration must be fully compliant with all aspects of the 

Standards (as explained in this Handbook). It is not possible for Reviewers to recommend to the 

Schools Registration Board that a school receive renewal of registration pending the achievement of 

certain conditions. In other words, registration cannot be made conditional and all requirements 

must be satisfied. For this reason, the Schools Registration Board can schedule reviews up to 

eighteen months prior to the expiry of registration. 
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Curriculum  

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matter as determined by the Minister for 

Education and Skills: 

a) the proposed curriculum of that school 

STANDARD 4.1 

Summary: The Standard requires that the school demonstrate the provision of appropriate quality 

learning programs underpinned by the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young 

Australians 2008. The program/s needs to be delivered through contemporary pedagogical practices. 

A school is required to document assessment and reporting strategies that demonstrate how they 

will assist students to best achieve desired learning outcomes. 

Kindergarten  

Programs are to be underpinned by the Early Years Learning Framework 2009, developed by the 

Council for Australian Governments. The Framework supports Goal 2 of the Melbourne Declaration 

on Educational Goals for Young Australians 2008. 

Preparatory to Year 10 

The learning areas below are to be incorporated in the curriculum with breadth, balance and depth 

of learning appropriate to the students’ phases of development (Melbourne Declaration on Educational 

Goals for Young Australians 2008). 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science (including physics, chemistry, biology) 

 Humanities and social sciences (including history, geography, economics, business, 

civics and citizenship) 

 The Arts (performing and visual) 

 Languages (especially Asian languages) 

 Health and Physical Education 

 Information and Communication Technology and Design and Technology. 

Specifically, the curriculum to be delivered is:  

 the Australian Curriculum where mandated for students from Preparatory to Year 10; 

and 

 an appropriate curriculum for the remaining learning areas until the Australian 

Curriculum has final endorsement; or 

 an alternative curriculum framework recognised by the Australian Curriculum, 

Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA). 
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Senior Secondary 

Schools are required to provide appropriate learning opportunities to enable students to achieve 

outcomes in Tasmanian Qualifications Authority (TQA) accredited courses, the International 

Baccalaureate, other ACARA recognised curriculum frameworks, Vocational Education and 

Training (VET), or equivalent. 

Additional subject offerings: 

Opportunities for learning in other subjects may be provided within the learning program (for 

example, Religious Education, Bible Studies). 

Assessment and Reporting 

Assessment of student progress needs to reflect the curriculum. Schools are required to have 

documented assessment processes demonstrating ongoing formative and summative assessment 

practices that measure student achievement in meaningful ways.  

There is to be a clear process of informing parents/caregivers of student progress. This will include 

timing and frequency of formal reporting and opportunities for parents/caregivers to discuss their 

child’s progress. 

Schools are to provide formal reports on a student’s progress twice per year in all learning areas. 

Reports are to be written in plain language. Assessment of student learning is to be based on five 

achievement levels A–E or equivalent (National Education Agreement 2013).  

Pedagogical Practices 

Schools are required to provide every student with the opportunity to learn. Teachers are expected 

to communicate, promote and model evidence-based approaches which may include: 

 setting high expectations for every student’s progress and ambitious targets for 

improving classroom performances; 

 implementing  teaching methods that have been shown to be effective in promoting 

successful learning for all; 

 creating classroom learning environments in which all students are engaged, 

challenged, feel safe to take risks and are supported to learn; 

 providing regular and timely feedback to students in forms that make it clear what 

actions individuals can take to make further learning progress. 
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BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.1 - the proposed curriculum of that school     

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by the 

school for the purposes of registration: 

Kindergarten 
A copy of the learning program that reflects the outcomes of the Early Years 

Learning Framework 2009 and the identified needs of individual students. 

Preparatory to Year 

10 

Copy of scope and sequence for each year level and subject – under the eight 

key learning areas. 

Senior Secondary 

 List of courses currently being delivered.  

 Copy of scope and sequence for each course – TQA approved, VET, 

other. 

Pedagogy 

 Overview of pedagogical approaches. 

 Information on teacher planning and ongoing monitoring processes. 

Assessment and 

Reporting 

 Documentation demonstrating how A–E (or equivalent) achievement 

levels are derived from student assessment. 

 Copy of formal student report. 

 Schedule of formal reporting and opportunities for parents/caregivers 

to discuss progress. 

 Information for parents/caregivers explaining how ongoing assessment 

is linked to reporting. 
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Teacher Qualifications  

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister for 

Education and Skills: 

b) the qualifications required of teachers at that school  

STANDARD 4.2 

Summary: The Standard requires that teachers in a school must be registered within the provisions 

of the Teachers Registration Act 2000.  

Schools are required to ensure that teachers have appropriate and ongoing professional learning 

opportunities. 

Sufficient teaching resources must be provided to deliver quality education and professional 

support for students. 

Registered teachers 

In order to meet the Standard, a school will have to demonstrate that its teachers meet the 

requirements for registration under the provisions of the Teachers Registration Act 2000 by holding a 

current: 

 Certificate of Registration 

 Certificate of Provisional Registration  

 Limited Authority to Teach. 

Professional Learning 

Professional learning is a shared responsibility between the individual and the school and each 

school has an obligation to provide for the learning and development of its staff. Performance and 

development of teachers should be based on the Australian Institute for Teaching and School 

Leadership (AITSL) Teacher Professional Standards and the AITSL Australian Teacher Performance and 

Development Framework. 

Professional learning should address individual, school and strategic needs of leaders, teaching and 

support staff. 

Qualifications for Teachers Working in Kindergarten 

The requirement that Kindergarten teachers have an approved early childhood teaching 

qualification (or be working towards an approved qualification), whilst desired, is not required in 

Tasmania for 2015. However, teachers who wish to work in or continue to work in a Kindergarten 

should be working towards attaining this qualification to ensure they are suitably qualified when 

the qualification requirement formally commences.  

Professional staffing resources 
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The determination of the appropriate number of registered teachers must take into account the 

number and kind of students enrolled in the school and should not be significantly less than that 

required of all schools in Tasmania. 

The following minimum ratios of registered teachers to students are the standard for registered 

schools.  

Basic registered teacher/student ratios are:  

 Primary (including Kindergarten)  1:20 

 Secondary (Years 7–10)    1:16.2 

 Senior Secondary (Years 11–12)  1:16.25 

Teacher/student ratios include all registered teachers employed in the school, on a regular 

timetabled basis, including the principal, deputy principal, and any professional support staff who 

are registered teachers (for example counsellors). The ratios do not include teacher assistants or 

other non-teaching staff who may also assist in the delivery of school education, but who are not 

employed as registered teachers. 

Teacher/student staff ratios are an indicator of the level of professional staffing resources used and 

must not be used as a measure of class size. 

BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.2 - the qualifications required of teachers at that school  

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by 

the school for the purposes of registration: 

Teacher registration 

and qualifications 

Schools must complete STANDARD 4.2 Teacher Qualifications form 

available from Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab) listing each 

teacher’s name and the corresponding: 

 registration number; 

 status (that is, full, provisional or limited authority to teach);  

 any conditions placed by the Teachers Registration Board; 

 qualifications.  

Professional learning 

Response to the AITSL Australian Teacher Performance and Development 

Framework (how the school is implementing this Framework). 

School professional learning policy/plan. 

Professional staffing 

resources 

 Registered teachers FTE 

 Student FTE in each of primary, secondary and senior secondary 

year levels 

A calculation of teacher FTE:student FTE ratios across the three sectors 

(primary, secondary and senior secondary).  
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School Facilities 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister for 

Education and Skills: 

c) the facilities to be provided at that school. 

STANDARD 4.3  

Summary: The Standard requires that a new school or an existing school must be able to 

demonstrate that the space, facilities, and resources are able to support the effective delivery of the 

curriculum and are appropriate for student learning. 

The school must also ensure the safety of persons using the facilities through compliance with 

relevant legislation. 

Facilities and Resources for Learning 

The Schools Registration Board must be satisfied that the overall physical environment is suitable to 

support the effective delivery of the curriculum being offered by the school. This includes physical 

space, facilities and resources.  

In particular, the Schools Registration Board must be satisfied that the learning environment is 

appropriate to the school’s specific programs and available space is sufficient for outdoor activities 

and leisure time. 

The extent of the facilities provided is dependent upon the curriculum being offered and the year 

levels being catered for.  

Legislative Requirements 

The Schools Registration Board is to be assured that relevant legislative requirements are being 

met.1 

A national work health and safety regime is in place for Australian workplaces. Registered schools 

must have an understanding of, and comply with, the Work Health and Safety Legislation 2012. 

Schools are expected to have a Work Health and Safety (WHS) Action Plan in which WHS 

management systems and WHS legislative compliance gaps are identified and timely alleviation 

planned for.  

Each school was to have identified the gaps in its WHS management systems and WHS legislative 

compliance by 31 December 2014 and is now required to have a WHS Action Plan identifying the 

necessary actions and be working towards closing the gaps no later than 31 December 2016. The 

assessments of the WHS management system and WHS legislative compliance are to be undertaken 

by a competent person. 

                                            

1   Further information is to be found in Addendum 1: School Facilities. 
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BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.3 - the facilities to be provided at that school      

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by the 

school for the purposes of registration: 

Physical 

environment 

A description outlining any changes to the school’s facilities (buildings and 

physical spaces) since the previous review visit.2 

Compliance with 

relevant legislation  

A completed STANDARD  4.3 Facilities Standard School Statement of 

Compliance form available from Schools Registration Board website (Forms 

tab) signed by the principal. The Facilities Standard School Statement of 

Compliance form certifies that the school has read and satisfies all of the 

applicable legislated requirements of this Standard for each campus of the 

school.3 

Copy of Work Health and Safety Action Plan (as above). 

 

 

  

 

 

                                            

2     An inspection of the learning facilities will take place during the Review visit to ensure that these are sufficient to 

support the effective delivery of the curriculum. 

3     During the Review visit, the Reviewer/s may seek copies of any of the relevant documents outlined in the Facilities 

Standard School Statement of Compliance form available from Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab).  

 



     41

  

Minimum Number of Students to Attend a School 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, 

the Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the 

Minister for Education and Skills: 

 d)  the minimum numbers of students to attend that school. 

STANDARD 4.4 

Summary: The Standard requires that the numbers of students attending the school is sufficient 

to ensure they receive a quality educational and social experience. 

The Schools Registration Board in seeking compliance with this Standard will be taking into 

account: 

 the breadth and depth of curriculum offerings and the nature of delivery in relation 

to the enrolment numbers; 

 the likely ability of the school to provide the socialising aspects of education 

generally expected of a school; 

 the financial capacity of the school to provide appropriate educational resources 

and opportunities for learning, social, cultural and physical development. 

There is no prescribed minimum number. However, enrolled students must be from at least 

two families and, for the purposes of this Standard, must not include the children of the 

principal. 

The role of the Schools Registration Board does not include assistance and advice to those 

registered for home schooling. Queries relating to registration for home schooling must be 

directed to the Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council (THEAC).  

 

BOARD INSTRUCTIONS  

STANDARD 4.4 - the minimum numbers of students to attend that school      

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by 

the school for the purposes of registration: 

Student profile 

A completed STANDARD 4.4 Minimum numbers of students to attend a 

school, available from the Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab), 

containing the total number of students enrolled by year level including 

FTE for part-time students. 

The number of enrolled students who are children of the Principal/staff. 
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Kinds of Students to Attend a School 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister 

for Education and Skills: 

 e)     the kinds of students to attend that school. 

STANDARD 4.5 

Summary: The Standard requires that the school is to provide appropriate learning and 

support programs and facilities for the needs of the various ‘kinds of students’ to attend the 

school. 

A school must ensure that the curriculum provided to students is relevant to their age and 

circumstances. Schools enrol students from varying backgrounds and circumstances including 

students with disabilities, students who have an additional language/dialect, students who are 

Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, students who are yet to turn four, students who access 

distance education, students who access boarding facilities and overseas students. 

Appropriate resources, special programs and facilities must support the curriculum for all 

students enrolled. 

Distance Education 

The Curriculum Standard applies to all registered schools. The curriculum delivered to 

students enrolled in distance education mode must be the same as all students receive.  

The provider and the responsible party is the school. The school may need to rely on parents, or 

other carers, to supervise those elements of the program that are conducted in the home and 

may well have some written form of undertaking in relation to supervision.  

However, the school is responsible for seeing that the student is receiving full-time education, 

within the meaning of the Act. 

The difference between home schooling and distance education is fundamental and any school 

undertaking distance education under a Schools Registration Board registration must 

understand this difference and have adequate processes to carry out its responsibilities. 
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BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.5 - the kinds of students to attend that school      

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by 

the school for the purposes of registration: 

Student profile 

Schools must provide STANDARD 4.5 The kinds of students to attend 

that school form, available from the Schools Registration Board website 

(Forms tab), of the student population which includes the following 

information where applicable: 

 number of students with specific learning needs indicating the 

category of need of each student4  

 number of students for whom English is an Additional 

Language/Dialect 

 number of students who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islander 

 number  of gifted and talented students 

 number of distance education students 

 number and details of any students who have not attained the age of 

four years on 1 January in the year of enrolment 

 number of boarding/residential students 

 number of overseas full fee-paying students. 

Documentation 
Details of the adjustments, interventions, special programs and/or 

support services provided to relevant kinds of students.5 

Students enrolled in 

distance education  

Details of: 

 how delivery occurs 

 provisions made for monitoring student progress 

 the expectations of parental supervision and study facilities, together 

with any  forms of agreement required of parents or guardians 

 the planned interaction that will be provided both among students 

and between students and teachers.  

 

 

                                            

4     Refer: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability 2014. 

5     Documentation supplied to support this Standard should be de-identified 
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Enrolment and Attendance Procedures 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister 

for Education and Skills: 

 f)  the enrolment and attendance procedures of that school  

STANDARD 4.6 

Summary: The Standard requires that the school meet the requirements for enrolment and 

attendance of students prescribed in Sections 4-11 of the Education Act 1994.6  

Enrolment  

A school must have a documented enrolment procedure that includes processes whereby 

parents are required to provide evidence of the age of a child.  

A child who has not yet attained the age of four years of age on 1 January of the year of 

enrolment may be enrolled as an early entry student on either of two exceptional grounds: 

assessed by an Early Entry to Kindergarten Cross Sectoral Placement Committee as gifted or 

has moved from interstate where they already were enrolled in Kindergarten. In both these 

cases, evidence of appropriate documentation needs to be provided7.  

Relevant legislative requirements must also be satisfied (for example in the case of international 

students). 

Attendance 

A school-aged child, unless receiving home education, is required to attend a school for the 

whole of a school day unless participating in an individual educational program 8 or exempted 

from attendance by the Secretary of the Department of Education. 

Only the Secretary of the Department of Education can permit a child to attend part-time. If 

approval for part-time attendance has been granted, the school must be able to produce the 

approval. 

A principal is required under the Act to keep a register recording daily attendance or absence of 

each school aged child.  

                                            

6     Refer: Education Act 1994 section of this Handbook. Reference documentation is also available under Enrolment, 

Attendance and Participation Policy from https://www.education.tas.gov.au. 

7    Refer: Addendum 2: Early Entry Students. 

8    “Individual educational program” in this case refers to a structured learning program that the student   

undertakes off site. 

https://www.education.tas.gov.au/


     45

  

 

BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.6 - the enrolment and attendance procedures of that school    

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by 

the school for the purposes of registration: 

Enrolment 

procedures 

A copy of the school’s enrolment policy including the enrolment 

application form. 

Attendance 

procedures 

The document that outlines the school’s attendance and non-attendance 

procedures.9 10 

For any part-time enrolments, a copy of the approval of the Secretary of 

the Department of Education (Sections 7 (1) and (2) Education Act 1994). 

Distance education 

enrolments 

The school is required to provide information on the process by which 

the school collects and records evidence of the amount of study 

undertaken by each student and information on how the school monitors 

the amount of time spent on study or work done by students, to satisfy 

the requirement under the Act that the students are receiving full-time 

education.  

 

                                            

9    The school’s attendance register may be inspected during the Review visit. 

10   Principals wanting further clarification on non-attendance procedures may email Legal Services         

     (legal.services@education.tas.gov.au).  

 

mailto:legal.services@education.tas.gov.au
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Financial Viability  

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister 

for Education and Skills: 

 fa)     the financial viability of the school. 

STANDARD 4.7 

Summary: The Standard requires the school to be financially viable and to remain so in the 

future.  

Initial Registration/Alteration to Registration 

In order for a new non-government school to be registered in Tasmania, applicants must 

provide evidence which demonstrates that the proposed school is likely to be financially viable 

in the future. This evidence of financial viability must be based upon realistic assessment.  

Renewal of Registration 

In order for an existing non-government school to have their registration renewed in Tasmania, 

it must provide evidence which demonstrates that it is financially viable and is likely to remain 

so.  
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BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.7 - the financial viability of the school 

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided 

by the school for the purposes of registration: 

Financial viability 

Provision of audited financial statements for the financial year 

immediately prior to the current year, including: 

 profit and loss statement  

 balance sheet 

 signed external auditor’s opinion. 

A solvency statement signed by the Governing Body that the school 

is financially viable and can meet its recurrent financial 

commitments. 

The school’s annual budget for the current year, actual year-to-date 

and projected end-of-year income and expenditure statements. 

A forward financial plan (minimum three years). 

The school’s Australian Government Department of Education 

Financial Questionnaire as submitted for the previous year. 

For initial 

registration/change to 

registration 

A business plan that includes a three year financial projection of 

income, expenditure for operating and capital purposes, and 

anticipated Australian Government capital grants. 

Details of projected demand, community support and student 

enrolment numbers. 
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Governance and Administration 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matter as determined by the Minister 

for Education and Skills s: 

 fb)    the proposed arrangements for the governance and administration of the school. 

STANDARD 4.8 

Summary: The Standard requires that the school has appropriate governance and 

administrative structures. 

The role of the school’s Governing Body is to oversee all aspects of the school, appoint the 

principal, and ensure a strategic approach to the school’s future by setting major objectives, 

policy frameworks and strategies. The Governing Body must also monitor adherence to 

systems of risk management, ensure compliance with legal obligations, and, undertake periodic 

performance reviews. 

It is not the Governing Body’s responsibility to become involved in the day-to-day management 

and operations of the school. This is the responsibility of the principal and the school’s senior 

management team. 
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BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.8 - the proposed arrangements for the governance and administration of the school 

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided 

by the school for the purposes of registration: 

Governance 

statement 

that outlines: 

Structure of the Governing Body addressing the following key 

questions: 

 What type of legal entity is the school and who owns it? 

 Under what legal/constitutional authority is the school owned 

and operated? 

 Is there a constitution for the Governing Body?11   

 If there is no constitution, what are the roles and responsibilities 

of the Governing Body? 

Evidence of 

delineation of roles 

and responsibilities 

between the 

Governing Body and 

the principal/school 

 Who sets, and is responsible for, the budget for the school?  

 Who sets the educational agenda for the school and who is 

accountable for educational outcomes?  

 Who is responsible for policy development? 

 What is the relationship between the Governing Body and the 

principal? 

 Who appoints (and removes) the principal and staff?  

 Who is directly responsible for staff supervision? 

 What are the reporting structures within the school? 

 

 

                                            

11  A copy may be sought at the time of the Review visit. 
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Likely Impact on Existing Schools 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister 

for Education and Skills: 

 fc)   the likely impact of the registration of the school on existing schools in the same geographical 

area  

STANDARD 4.9 

Summary: The Standard requires that there be no significant impact of the registration of a new 

school or changes to an existing school on existing schools in the same geographical area. 

The Schools Registration Board will not approve any proposals to register a new school or 

significantly change the registration status of an existing school unless it is first satisfied that 

other schools (government and non-government) in the same geographical area will not be 

significantly impacted upon. 

Schools in the same geographical area will be notified of an intention to seek registration of a 

new school, or an existing school changing its registration status, and will be invited by the 

Schools Registration Board to make submission on the likely impact on their school. 

The Registrar may seek supplementary information from: 

a) relevant Department of Education officers 

b) the Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 

c) Independent Schools Tasmania 

d) Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources and/or the Australian Bureau 

of Statistics for demographic data and planning information (such as the number of 

households with children in the Local Government Area). 

 

BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.9 - the likely impact of the registration of the school on existing schools in the same 

geographical area 

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by 

the school for the purposes of registration: 

Likely Impact 

A signed and completed form STANDARD 4.9 The Likely Impact of a 

New School on Existing Schools in the Same Geographic Area 

available from the Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab). 
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Grievance Process 

Education Act 1994: Section 53 (1) states: In determining an application for registration as a school, the 

Schools Registration Board must take into account the following matters as determined by the Minister 

for Education and Skills: 

 fd)  the proposed grievance process  

STANDARD 4.10 

Summary: The Standard requires the school have a process for dealing with grievances from a 

range of stakeholders. 

In order to comply with the Standard, schools are required to have a process in place for 

managing potential grievances from any member of the school community, including: 

 staff members 

 students 

 parents/carers/guardians 

 the general community. 

A school’s grievance policies/procedures must: 

 be clear, comprehensive and equitable 

 be published, available and accessible to the entire school population and wider 

community 

 be given to the complainant/s as soon as they report any grievance to the school 

 contain steps which direct complainants as appropriate  

 make provision for alterative reporting arrangements, in the event that a complaint 

is directed at the school’s designated grievance reporting officer (for example, the 

principal) 

 allow for mediation at any stage of the process 

 recognise the rights of aggrieved parties to have ultimate recourse to resolution 

through legal processes 

 have an emphasis on natural/restorative justice and a commitment to abide by all 

legal requirements. 
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BOARD INSTRUCTIONS 

STANDARD 4.10 - the proposed grievance process 

The Schools Registration Board requires the following specific documentation to be provided by 

the school for the purposes of registration: 

Grievance Process Copy of school’s Grievance Process that covers all stakeholder groups.12 

Note: Systemic and Archdiocesan Catholic schools need not supply the above if 

they are using the Tasmanian Catholic Education Commission (TCEC) 

Grievance Procedure which is accepted by the Schools Registration Board as 

conforming to this Standard.  

If covered by the TCEC policy above, schools must supply a signed 

STANDARD 4.10 Grievance Process Declaration available from the 

Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab). 

All schools - details of how the Grievance Process is accessible by all 

stakeholder groups.  

 

 

                                            

12   A flow chart may be useful but is not mandatory. 
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Addenda to the Standards 

The following information has been included to assist schools in furthering 

their understanding of the relevant Standards.  

Addendum 1: School Facilities 

Legislative Requirements for Buildings 

Responsibility for the school’s adherence to the Acts of Parliament that govern the 

school’s facilities rests with the principal or Governing body. The Schools Registration 

Board is required to determine whether the school has executed its responsibilities 

under the appropriate Acts. To achieve this, the principal will need to certify that s/he 

has taken note of all of the Acts that apply to the school’s operation and that it is 

operating in accordance with those Acts. Thus, prior to the first registration of a new 

school or prior to a renewal of registration review, the school must furnish to the 

Schools Registration Board a completed and signed Facilities Standard School Statement of 

Compliance form available from the Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab). A 

copy of the Facilities Standard School Statement of Compliance form is included in this 

handbook for easy reference. At the time of its visit the Reviewers may also require 

confirmatory evidence supporting this certificate to be provided.  

Annual Maintenance Schedule and Statement 

A Maintenance Schedule generally referred to as ‘Form 46’ under the Building 

Regulations 2004, may be requested during the Board’s visit. The Maintenance Schedule 

must have been drawn up by an appropriately qualified person – an engineer, building 

surveyor or maintenance specialist. This Schedule should specify the essential safety 

and health features and provide information on who undertakes the required 

inspections and maintenance tasks. 

From 2006, the building owner must publicly display an annual statement that the 

features and measures have been assessed by an appropriately qualified person and are 

performing to a standard to which they were originally designed.  

Place of Assembly 

Buildings, or areas within buildings which are used as places of public assembly, such 

as for the entertainment of members of the public for social and recreational purposes, 

will require a Place of Assembly Licence through the relevant local council. In 

determining an application, a council will consider the suitability of the premises for 

the proposed use, access to amenities such as toilets, compliance with building 

regulations including the maintenance provisions, impact on neighbours and the 

protection of public health.  

Buildings built and approved before 1994 are required to obtain an Occupancy Permit if 

they are to be used as places of assembly. Buildings built or altered since then should 
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have been issued with an Occupancy Permit at the completion of the works. When a 

school does not have such a permit for one or more of its recent buildings, the school 

may be asked to provide evidence to the Schools Registration Board that its local 

council is either issuing or reissuing a permit or that the council’s deeming provisions 

apply. 

Notional Guidelines for Campus  

The information below provides a guideline only. Reviewers will ensure that learning 

and outdoor spaces are appropriate to the learning program of the school. For further 

information, refer to documents listed on Australian Government’s Building and 

Construction Industry website: 

http://australia.gov.au/topics/business-and-industry/industry/building-and-

construction-industry. 

 Building areas 

 Primary schools Secondary schools 

Per student 6.13 m2 9.75 m2 

Though functional spaces need only conform to global area guidelines, an advisory 

minimum for a normal classroom is 85 m2 to cater for approximately 25 students. 

 All covered structures (including un-enclosed walkways) are to be included in the 

calculation of a building’s area. 

 School site areas 

 Primary schools Secondary schools 

Up to 100 students 1.5 hectares 3.0 hectares 

101 to 200 students  2.4 hectares 4.8 hectares 

More than 200 students (per 

additional 100 students). 
add 0.2ha  add 0.4 ha  

 

Note 

 Buildings lawfully constructed prior to 1994 and not intended to be used as a Place 

of Assembly are not required to have an Occupancy Permit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://australia.gov.au/topics/business-and-industry/industry/building-and-construction-industry
http://australia.gov.au/topics/business-and-industry/industry/building-and-construction-industry
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Addendum 2: Early Entry Students 

Under the Enrolment, Attendance and Participation Policy and Admission Guidelines 

for Kindergarten and Preparatory (Prep) for all Tasmanian schools, children begin 

Kindergarten (Year 1 minus 2) if they are four years old by 1 January in the year of the 

enrolment.  

A child who has not yet attained the age of four years of age may be enrolled as an 

early entry student on either of two exceptional grounds:  

 has moved from interstate where they already were enrolled in Kindergarten  

 assessed by a Early Entry to Kindergarten Cross Sectoral Placement 

Committee as gifted  

In both these cases, evidence of appropriate documentation needs to be provided as 

outlined below. 

1. Early entry into Kindergarten for young children who have previously been 

enrolled in a Kindergarten in another state or territory and now resides in 

Tasmania. 

It was agreed by the Education Ministers in April 2007 that State and Territory 

policies and practices would ensure that no child moving interstate will be 

disadvantaged in his/her progress through the school system by different State and 

Territory school starting ages and that the issue of student mobility would continue 

to be addressed through national processes including the Interstate Student Data 

Transfer Note and Protocol. 

Mobile Category Agreement 

The mobile category agreement enables early entry to be permitted for a child who 

has the required documentation to support admission based on this category.  

Required documentation 

 child’s Birth Certificate 

 a copy of the child’s enrolment form from the previous school    

 a dated letter of confirmation of enrolment from the previous school. 

Process 

The principal of the school will accept the mobile category enrolment once he/she 

has authenticated the required documentation. 

The school will keep copies of the required documentation on the student’s file. 

Contacts 

Independent Schools Tasmania  

Phone 62240125  

Email 

admin@independentschools.tas.edu.au 

 Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 

Phone 62108888 

Email  

ceo@catholic.tas.edu.au 
 

 

mailto:admin@independentschools.tas.edu.au
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2. Early entry into Kindergarten for young children who are gifted 

Guidelines have been issued to give effect to the Secretary’s Instruction No. 5, 

pursuant to Section 46 of the Education Act 1994, in relation to early entry to 

education before compulsory education for young children who are gifted. The 

instruction enables early entry to be permitted for a child who the Early Entry to 

Kindergarten Cross Sectoral Placement Committee agrees has fulfilled the 

requirements under the guidelines.  

About early entry 

While all children have relative strengths and weaknesses, there is accepted 

recognition that there is a small group of children who are gifted and may benefit 

from special consideration. In response to this need Early Entry to Kindergarten for 

Children who are Gifted (Cross Sectoral Guidelines) have been developed for all 

Tasmanian schools. 

Under the Enrolment, Attendance and Participation Policy for all Tasmanian schools, 

children begin Kindergarten if they are four years old by 1 January. The Early Entry 

to Kindergarten for Children who are Gifted (Cross Sectoral Guidelines) form part of 

this policy. Children will be considered eligible for early entry if the following 

criteria are met: 

 the child must be aged at least three years and six months as of 1 January of 

the year in which early entry is requested 

 the child must be assessed in the ‘Very Superior’ range of cognitive function, 

through the use of the Wechsler Primary and Preschool Scale of Intelligence 

(Australian norms). The ‘Very Superior’ range encompasses the top two per 

cent of the population. 

Early entry to school is one strategy for meeting the intellectual, social and emotional 

needs of pre-school children who have been identified as gifted. Other strategies 

may be more appropriate for individual children. 

Education for students who are gifted 

Students who are gifted are students who show advanced development or who have 

the capacity for advanced development, in any valued area relative to their age 

peers, to a degree that modification of their education is necessary. 

The small percentage of young children who are gifted may show some of the 

following characteristics: 

 intense curiosity 

 exceptional memory 

 early and exceptional language abilities 

 excellent powers of observation 

 a well-developed sense of humour 

 early reading and writing abilities which are often self-taught 
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 an early interest in mathematical concepts 

 high motivation and long attention spans. 

Steps to take when considering early entry  

It is recommended that parents contact the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted 

(TAG) who can assist them with the decision about whether this is an appropriate 

course to follow for their child. If the parents decide to proceed with the application 

TAG will help them gather the required evidence of their child’s giftedness. 

For children entering non-government schools: 

 check the age requirement 

 make arrangements for a formal assessment 

 forward the completed application (nomination form and assessment) to: 

 

Mrs Terese Phillips  

Independent Schools Tasmania  

PO Box 616  

Sandy Bay Tasmania 7005 

 

Phone 6224 0125 

Email 

tphillips@independentschools.tas.e

du.au 

or 

 

Ms Annie Nolan 

Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 

PO Box 102 

North Hobart  Tasmania 7002 

 

Phone 6210 8888 

Email 

annie.nolan@catholic.tas.edu.au 

 

Note 

 The principal should be informed of the intention to apply for early entry by the 

end of Term 2 of the year prior to enrolment. This timeline is necessary to allow 

for the process to be completed. 

Early Entry to Kindergarten Cross Sectoral Placement Committee  

All applications will be considered by the Early Entry to Kindergarten Cross Sectoral 

Placement Committee which meets in October each year.  The Committee includes 

representatives from all school sectors – government, Catholic and Indendent as well as 

a parent representative nominated by the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted (TAG). 

For more information regarding eligibility criteria and the process for early entry visit: 

https://www.education.tas.gov.au/documentcentre/Documents/Gifted-Students-Early-

Entry-to-Kindergarten-Guidelines.pdf 

Additional Contact    Tasmanian Association for the Gifted 

Phone 0488 291 497 

Email tasgifted@gmail.com 

mailto:tphillips@independentschools.tas.edu.au
mailto:tphillips@independentschools.tas.edu.au
mailto:christine.butterworth@catholic.tas.edu.au
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/documentcentre/Documents/Gifted-Students-Early-Entry-to-Kindergarten-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/documentcentre/Documents/Gifted-Students-Early-Entry-to-Kindergarten-Guidelines.pdf
mailto:tasgifted@gmail.com
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Addendum 3: Legislation Relating to the Standards  

Listed below are examples of relevant legislation relating to the Standards for school 

registration. 

 

Anti-Discrimination Act 1998   

An Act to prohibit discrimination and other specified conduct and to provide for the 

investigation and conciliation of, and inquiry into, complaints in relation to such 

discrimination and conduct. 

Building Regulations 2004 

All schools must have an annual maintenance schedule and statement, drawn up by an 

appropriately qualified person — an engineer, building surveyor or maintenance 

specialist. The Schedule should specify the essential safety and health features and 

provide information on who undertakes the required inspections and maintenance 

tasks.  

Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997  

Is based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Schools should 

be aware of their obligation to provide for the care and protection of children in a 

manner that maximises a child's opportunity to grow up in a safe and stable 

environment and to reach his or her full potential.  

Dangerous Substances (Safe Handling) Act 2005 

Any school which uses and/or stores ‘dangerous substances’ (substances that have the 

potential to cause harm to persons, property or the environment, including all 

dangerous goods, combustible liquids, hazardous substances, agricultural and 

veterinary chemicals and residues) must comply with the licensing, storage, recording 

and reporting requirements of the Act. 

Disability Discrimination Act 1992, and subordinate legislation including the 

Disability Standards for Education 2005 (Australian Government)  

This legislation was passed by the Australian Government to promote the rights of 

people with disabilities in certain areas such as housing, education and provision of 

goods and services. 

Foods Act 2003  

Any school which operates a food preparation area (for example a canteen or a home 

economics facility) needs to comply with the provisions of this Act, especially with 

regards to the handling and sale of food and the Food Standards Code.  

Local Council Regulations (as relevant) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disability
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Public Health Act 1997  

Under Tasmanian law, a school wishing to use its buildings (or areas within buildings) 

as places of public assembly, such as for the entertainment of members of the public for 

social and recreational purposes, is required to obtain a Place of Assembly Licence.  

Working with Vulnerable People Act 2013 

Protecting children is a high priority for the Tasmanian Government. Creating safe 

environments for children is an important strategy to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

The Tasmanian Government has committed to establish a centralised background 

checking and risk assessment process for people working with children to reduce the 

risk of sexual, physical, emotional or financial harm or neglect. 

The premise of background checking and risk assessment is that the past behaviour of 

an individual provides an indication of the possible future behaviour of that individual. 

The exclusion of people with a known history of certain behaviour is a fundamental 

part of creating safe working environments for vulnerable children. 

 

Training and Workforce Development Act 2013 

Schools should be aware of their obligations to obtain indemnity insurance coverage for 

students participating in off-campus vocational placements students participating in 

off-campus vocational programs.  
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5. SCHOOLS REGISTRATION BOARD FORMS 

The Schools Registration Board provides the following forms for use by schools seeking 

registration or renewal of registration: 

 

 Renewal of Registration of a Non-Government School Application Form 

 Registration of a New Non-Government School 

 Application of Registration Changes to Existing School * 

 Standard 4.2 Teaching Qualifications 

 Standard 4.3 Facilities Standard School Statement of Compliance  

 Standard 4.4 Minimum number of students to attend a school 

 Standard 4.5 The kinds of students to attend a shool 

 Standard 4.9 The likely impact of the registration of the school on existing 

schools in the same geographic area 

 Standard 4.10 Grievance Process 

These forms are available from the Schools Registration Board website (Forms tab) 

www.srb.tas.gov.au.  

 

*Application of Registration Changes to Existing School 

Please refer to Changes to Existing Registration in this handbook for more detailed 

information about significant and other changes that the Chair of the Governing Body 

of a school is required to notify the Schools Registration Board about.  

 

Annual Return of School Registration Details 

To maintain current records, the Schools Registration Board will forward to schools a 

Schools Detail Update form via email annually with a request that the school’s current 

registration details be confirmed or amended where necessary.  

Schools can request a Schools Detail Update form at any time throughout the year, to 

inform the Schools Registration Board of any changes, for example change of principal. 

http://www.srb.tas.gov.au./
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6. APPENDICES  

Tasmanian Non-Government Schools 

A current listing of non-government schools is available from the Schools Registration 

Board website (School Directory tab): www.srb.tas.gov.au 

Helpful Links 

Education Act 1994 provides for and regulates education in Tasmania. It requires that 

all non-government schools operating in Tasmania must be registered by the Schools 

Registration Board. To view the Act in its entirety visit: 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/ 

National Declaration on the Educational Goals for Young Australians in December 2008 

the Australian Education Ministers released a national declaration which sets out goals 

to achieve higher standards in the Australian education system for young Australians. 

To view the declaration visit: 

http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educati

onal_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf 

Australian Curriculum sets out the core knowledge, understanding, skills and general 

capabilities for all Australian students. It aims to ensure consistency of teaching and 

learning across all Australian schools and provide explicit advice on the achievement 

standards that all Australian students should be meeting from 2012. For further 

information visit: www.australiancurriculum.edu.au 

Early Years Learning Framework for Australia describes the principles, practice and 

outcomes essential to support and enhance young children’s learning from birth to five 

years of age, as well as their transition to school.  Fundamental to the framework is a 

view of children’s lives as characterised by belonging, being and becoming. This 

framework has a strong emphasis on play-based learning and recognises the 

importance of communication and language (including early literacy and numeracy) 

and social and emotional development. For more information visit: 

http://education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework 

Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership promotes excellence in the 

profession of teaching and school leadership, fostering high quality professional 

learning. For further information visit: http://www.aitsl.edu.au/ 

www.srb.tas.gov.au
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
http://education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/
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Useful Contacts 

Education and Care Unit, Department of Education 

Physical address Postal address 

Wirksworth GPO Box 169 

18 Wentworth Street Hobart Tasmania 7001 

Bellerive Tasmania  

Phone 6233 5676 or 1300 135 513 

Fax 6233 6042 

Email ecu.comment@education.tas.gov.au 

Website https://www.education.tas.gov.au/Community-

and-Providers/education-and-

care/Pages/Education-and-Care.aspx 

 

  

Government Education and Training International (GETI) 

Physical address Postal address 

3 Dowling Street 3 Dowling Street 

Launceston Tasmania Launceston Tasmania 7250 

Phone 6233 3020 

Email info@geti.tas.gov.au 

Website http://international.education.tas.edu.au 

 

 

Independent Schools Tasmania (IST) 

Physical address Postal address 

Suites 13 & 14, The Galleria Building 

31-33 Salamanca Place 

PO Box 616 

Sandy Bay Tasmania 7005  

Hobart Tasmania  

Phone 6224 0125 

Fax 6224 0174 

Email admin@independentschools.tas.edu.au 

Website www.independentschools.tas.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ecu.comment@education.tas.gov.au
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/Community-and-Providers/education-and-care/Pages/Education-and-Care.aspx
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/Community-and-Providers/education-and-care/Pages/Education-and-Care.aspx
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/Community-and-Providers/education-and-care/Pages/Education-and-Care.aspx
mailto:info@geti.tas.gov.au
http://international.education.tas.edu.au/
mailto:admin@independentschools.tas.edu.au
http://www.independentschools.tas.edu.au/
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Schools Registration Board (SRB) 

Physical address Postal address 

Level 1/73 Murray Street GPO Box 169 

Hobart Tasmania Hobart Tasmania 7001 

Phone 6165 5713 

Email registrar@srb.tas.gov.au 

Website www.srb.tas.gov.au 

 

Tasmanian Catholic Education Office (TCEO) 

Physical address Postal address 

5 Emmett Place PO Box 102 

New Town Tasmania North Hobart Tasmania 7002 

Phone 6210 8888 

Fax 6210 8844 

Email ceo@catholic.tas.edu.au 

Website http://catholic.tas.edu.au 
 

 
 

Tasmanian Department of Education (DoE) 

Physical address Postal address 

Level 1/73 Murray Street GPO Box 169 

Hobart Tasmania Hobart Tasmania 7001 

Phone 1800 816 057 

Fax 6233 6520 

Email servicecentre@education.tas.gov.au 

Website www.education.tas.gov.au 

 

 

Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council (THEAC) 

Physical address Postal address 

Level1/73 Murray Street GPO Box 169 

Hobart Tasmania Hobart Tasmania 7001 

Phone 6334 5381 

Email admin@theac.org.au 

Website www.theac.org.au 

mailto:registrar@srb.tas.gov.au
www.srb.tas.gov.au
mailto:ceo@catholic.tas.edu.au
http://catholic.tas.edu.au/
mailto:servicecentre@education.tas.gov.au
http://www.education.tas.gov.au/
mailto:admin@theac.org.au
http://www.theac.org.au/
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Tasmanian Qualifications Authority (TQA) 

Physical address Postal address 

Kirksway House Level 5 PO Box 147 

2 Kirksway Place  Sandy Bay Tasmania 7006 

Battery Point Tasmania  

Phone 6233 6364 

Fax 6224 0175 

Email reception@tqa.tas.gov.au 

Website www.tqa.tas.gov.au 

 

 

Teachers Registration Board of Tasmania (TRB) 

Physical address Postal address 

Level 4/Kirksway House GPO Box 539 

2 Kirksway Place Battery Point 

Tasmania 

Hobart Tasmania 7001 

Phone 6233 5992 

Fax 6233 2549 

Email trb.admin@trb.tas.gov.au 

Website www.trb.tas.gov.au 

  

mailto:%20reception@tqa.tas.gov.au
http://www.tqa.tas.gov.au/
mailto:trb.admin@trb.tas.gov.au
http://www.trb.tas.gov.au/
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Other Contacts 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) 

Physical address  

Level 10, 255 Pitt Street  

SYDNEY New South Wales 2000  

Phone 1300 895 563 or (02) 8098 3100 

General Email info@acara.edu.au 

Curriculum consultation Email consultation@acara.edu.au 

Website http://www.acara.edu.au 

 

Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students 

(CRICOS)  

Tasmanian contact: 

Physical address Postal address 

Level 5, Kirksway House PO Box 147 

2 Kirksway Place Sandy Bay Tasmania 7006 

Battery Point Tasmania  

Phone 6233 6364 

Fax 6224 0175 

Email reception@tqa.tas.gov.au 

Website www.tqa.tas.gov.au/1286 

The CRICOS website lists all contacts: http://cricos.deewr.gov.au/Contacts/CRICOSContacts.aspx.  

The roles of the various bodies are described on the Australian Education International website: 

https://aei.gov.au/regulatory-information/provider-

registration/regulatoryauthorities/pages/australianskillsqualityauthority%28asqa%29.aspx 

 

Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) 

Physical address Postal address 

Level 8 PO Box 299 

440 Collins Street Collins Street West 

Melbourne Victoria 3000 Melbourne Victoria 8007 

Phone 9944 1200 

Fax 1300 880 473 

Email info@aitsl.edu.au 

Website http://www.aitsl.edu.au/ 

mailto:info@acara.edu.au
mailto:consultation@acara.edu.au
http://www.acara.edu.au/
mailto:%20reception@tqa.tas.gov.au
http://www.tqa.tas.gov.au/1286
http://cricos.deewr.gov.au/Contacts/CRICOSContacts.aspx
https://aei.gov.au/regulatory-information/provider-registration/regulatoryauthorities/pages/australianskillsqualityauthority%28asqa%29.aspx
https://aei.gov.au/regulatory-information/provider-registration/regulatoryauthorities/pages/australianskillsqualityauthority%28asqa%29.aspx
mailto:info@aitsl.edu.au
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/
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Funding 

Australian Government 

Recurrent Assistance for Schools Section C50MA9 

Australian Government Department of Education  

Postal address GPO Box 9880 

 Canberra Australian Capital Territory 

2601 

Phone 1800 677 027 

Email grantsanddata.help@deewr.gov.au 

Website http://education.gov.au/funding-schools 

 

 

    

Tasmanian Government  

Department of Education - Finance and Resource Services 

Postal address GPO Box 169 

 Hobart Tasmania 7001 

Phone 1800 816 057 

Fax 6233 6520 

Email servicecentre@education.tas.gov.au 

Website www.education.tas.gov.au 

mailto:grantsanddata.help@deewr.gov.au
http://education.gov.au/funding-schools
mailto:servicecentre@education.tas.gov.au
http://www.education.tas.gov.au/
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Glossary 

Australian Curriculum is the nationally endorsed curriculum. It aims to ensure 

consistency of teaching and learning across all Australian schools and provide explicit 

advice on the achievement standards that all Australian students should be meeting. 

Further curriculum information is available online at: 

www.australiancurriculum.edu.au 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) is the 

independent authority responsible for the development of a national curriculum, a 

national assessment program and a national data collection and reporting program. The 

membership of the ACARA Board includes representatives from the non-government 

sector. For further information visit: http://www.acara.edu.au/default.asp 

Australian Government Department of Education (formally DEEWR) is the lead 

Australian Government agency which provides national leadership in education and 

workplace training, transition to work and conditions and values in the workplace. For 

further information visit: http://education.gov.au/    

Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership promotes excellence in the 

profession of teaching and school leadership, fostering high quality professional 

learning. For further information visit: http://www.aitsl.edu.au/ 

Certificate of Authority is the document issued by the Schools Registration Board 

which gives the relevant officer the authority to inspect a registered school.13 

Child means a person who has not attained the age of 16 years.14 

Disability in relation to a person, means: 

 total or partial loss of the person’s bodily or mental functions 

 total or partial loss of a part of the body 

 the presence in the body of organisms causing disease or illness 

 the presence in the body of organisms capable of causing disease or illness 

 the malfunction, malformation or disfigurement of a part of the person’s body 

 a disorder or malfunction that results in the person learning differently from a 

person without the disorder or malfunction 

 a disorder, illness or disease that affects a person’s thought processes, perception 

of reality, emotions or judgment or that results in disturbed behaviour. 

 

                                            

13 Education Act 1994 

14 Education Act 1994 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
http://www.acara.edu.au/default.asp
http://education.gov.au/
http://www.aitsl.edu.au/
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Distance Education means education provided to a school-aged child that is:  

 characterised by the separation of the teacher and child in time or place 

 provided by using a variety of methods of delivery.15  

It is important to note that distance education is not the same as home education. 

Ultimate responsibility for providing for the full time education for distance education 

students lies with the school (distance education provider), not the parent (home 

educator). For more information refer to ‘home education.’ 

Early Entry Students – under the Enrolment, Attendance and Participation Policy and 

Admission Guidelines for Kindergarten and Preparatory (Prep) for all Tasmanian 

schools, children begin Kindergarten (Year 1 minus 2) if they are four years old by 1 

January in the year of the enrolment.  

A child who has not yet attained the age of four years of age may be enrolled as an 

early entry student on either of two exceptional grounds:  

 has moved from interstate where they already were enrolled in Kindergarten  

 assessed by a Early Entry to Kindergarten Cross Sectoral Placement Committee 

as gifted  

See Addendum 2: Early Entry Students 

Early Years Learning Framework for Australia describes the principles, practice and 

outcomes essential to support and enhance young children’s learning from birth to five 

years of age, as well as their transition to school.  Fundamental to the framework is a 

view of children’s lives as characterised by belonging, being and becoming. This 

framework has a strong emphasis on play-based learning and recognises the 

importance of communication and language (including early literacy and numeracy) 

and social and emotional development.  For further information visit: 

http://education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework 

Education Act 1994 provides for and regulates education in Tasmania. It requires that 

all non-government schools operating in Tasmania must be registered by the Schools 

Registration Board. To view the Act in its entirety visit: 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/ 

Financial Health Assessment Framework is a measure of a non-government school’s 

financial performance, based on data from the Department of Education Financial 

Questionnaire and the Schools Census. For further information visit:  

http://www.education.gov.au 

Gifted Student is a student who shows advanced development, or has the capacity for 

advanced development, in any valued area relative to their age peers, to a degree that 

modification to their educational program is necessary. Gifted students may be 

                                            

15 Education Act 1994 

http://education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/ea1994104/
http://www.education.gov.au/
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permitted for early entry into Kindergarten, once they have satisfied the relevant 

assessment criteria.  

For more information contact the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted at: 

http://www.tasgifted.com 

Reference documentation is available, under Gifted-Students-Early-Entry-to-

Kindergarten, from https://www.education.tas.gov.au  

Governing Body means the person or body of persons who has the ownership, 

management or control of a registered school.16 

Home Education means the education of a school-aged child or person by a parent who 

is a registered home educator. The responsibility for ensuring that a child is receiving 

full time education lies solely with the parent/s (home educator). They may seek certain 

types of help in carrying out that responsibility, such as buying in curriculum materials 

and tutorial help and even assistance from schools with some elements of the program 

however, parents cannot enrol their child part-time in a school The Act clearly does not 

allow for a combination of school and home education. Students enrolled at a school 

registered to provide education to meet the compulsory education requirements of the 

Act by correspondence or distance education may not also be registered as students 

receiving home education. For further information visit Tasmanian Home Education 

Advisory Council (THEAC) at: www.theac.org.au. 

Independent Schools Tasmania (IST) is an association of non-government schools 

which advises and supports member schools, co-ordinates views of member schools in 

submissions to government and other bodies and administers Australian Government 

Program Funding for non-Catholic independent schools within Tasmania. IST 

comprises schools from the Independent and Catholic sectors. For further information 

visit: www.independentschools.tas.edu.au 

Intended Date means the date on which it is intended that a school is to commence 

operation as a registered school.17  

Kindergarten – all Tasmanian children begin Kindergarten if they are four years old by 

1 January in the year of the enrolment, under Section 46 of the Education Act 1994.  

Reference documentation is available, under Admission Guidelines for Kindergarten 

and Preparatory (Prep), from https://www.education.tas.gov.au  

 

 

 

Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians – Australian 

Education Ministers released a national declaration in December 2008 which sets out 

                                            

16 Education Act 1994 

17 Education Act 1994 

http://www.tasgifted.com/
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/
http://www.theac.org.au/
http://www.independentschools.tas.edu.au/
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/
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goals to achieve higher standards in the Australian education system for young 

Australians. The Melbourne Declaration is supported by a series of Action plans for 2009-

2012 and has two core national goals: 

 Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence  

 that all young Australians become successful learners, confident and creative 

individuals, and active and informed citizens. 

For more information visit: 

http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educati

onal_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf 

Minimum Age means a student who, on 1 January in any year, is four years of age may 

be enrolled at a registered school. Permission for early entry of a child (before the age of 

four years on 1 January) into Kindergarten can be obtained if the child has been: 

 assessed as being gifted  

 previously enrolled in a government system Kindergarten in another state or 

territory and now resides in Tasmania.18  

See Addendum 2: Early Entry Students 

Any school that is providing a program for children who are less than four years of 

age on 1 January in the year of starting school will have to demonstrate that it 

meets all childcare licensing requirements under the Child Care Act 2001.  

Non-government schools a current listing of non-government schools, Independent 

and Catholic, is available from the Schools Registration Board website (School Directory 

tab): www.srb.tas.gov.au 

Overseas/International Student means a student who is not entitled to reside 

permanently in Australia and would not normally be a resident in Australia if he or she 

were not attending a school.19 

To enrol an international student in a Tasmanian school, the parent/guardian must 

provide a current and acceptable visa and a current Authority to Enrol. For further 

information visit Government Education and Training International (GETI) at: 

http://international.education.tas.edu.au/about-us/Pages/about-geti.aspx 

Parent includes a guardian or other person having the care or control of a child.20 

Principal includes the head teacher or other person in charge of a school.  

                                            

18 Enrolment, Attendance and Participation Policy and Admission Guidelines for Kindergarten and Preparatory, 

Department of   Education, December 2013 

19 Education Act 1994 

20 Education Act 1994 

http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
www.srb.tas.gov.au
http://international.education.tas.edu.au/about-us/Pages/about-geti.aspx
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Registered School is any school registered under Part 5 of the Education Act 1994 and; a 

campus of a school registered, managed or controlled by a school in another State or in 

a territory of Australia.21 

Registrar is a Department of Education employee who is appointed by the Minister 

under Section 50 of the Act. In conjunction with his or her position in the Department, 

the Registrar is responsible for: 

 keeping full and correct details of the proceedings of the Schools Registration 

Board 

 performing any other function that the Schools Registration Board directs.  

Reviewers  are appointed by the Schools Registration Board.  The Reviewers consider 

the school’s application, undertake a school review and report to the Schools 

Registration Board on their findings.   

Tasmanian Catholic Education Office (TCEO) operates to support schools and 

colleges across Tasmania, offering students from all backgrounds a quality education 

enriched by the Catholic faith. For further information visit: http://catholic.tas.edu.au 

Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council (THEAC) is an independent advisory 

council which advises the Minister and the general public on matters to do with home 

education and to register and monitor individual home education programs. For 

further information visit: www.theac.org.au 

Tasmanian Qualifications Authority (TQA) is a statutory body who’s key functions 

are: 

 provide consolidated statements of qualifications 

 provide leadership in strategic planning for qualifications management 

 provide advice to the Minister on matters relating to qualifications 

 accredit all relevant courses for senior secondary education 

 ensure that certification issued by the TQA meets approved standards 

 provide quality assurance to maintain the rigorous standards of the 

qualifications it issues 

 conduct and moderate assessment for senior secondary courses and issue the 

Tasmanian Certificate of Education 

 collect, record, store and distribute data on achievement in senior secondary, 

VET and Higher education 

 liaise with and provide system level data to State and Commonwealth 

authorities as required and in accordance with AQTF requirements and national 

protocols for higher education.  

                                            

21 Education Act 1994 

http://catholic.tas.edu.au/
http://www.theac.org.au/
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For further information visit: www.tqa.tas.gov.au 

Teachers Registration Board of Tasmania (TRB) is the agency responsible for 

registering teachers for all Tasmanian schools and TasTAFE. For further information 

visit: www.trb.tas.gov.au 

 

Working with Vulnerable People Act 2013 

Protecting children is a high priority for the Tasmanian Government. Creating safe 

environments for children is an important strategy to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

The Tasmanian Government has committed to establish a centralised background 

checking and risk assessment process for people working with children to reduce the 

risk of sexual, physical, emotional or financial harm or neglect. 

The premise of background checking and risk assessment is that the past behaviour of 

an individual provides an indication of the possible future behaviour of that individual. 

The exclusion of people with a known history of certain behaviour is a fundamental 

part of creating safe working environments for vulnerable children. For more 

information visit: Registration to Work with Vulnerable People Bill  

 

 

http://www.tqa.tas.gov.au/
http://www.trb.tas.gov.au/
http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/146437/Registration_to_Work_with_Vulnerable_People.pdf

